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Rules:

N2 ANTA DYDY RON RY - The 17T N1 witnessing something themselves is

certainly as good as hearing from other witnesses
wTPN1 Maw PR - Rabbinic prohibitions of N1¥ don’t apply in the wTPNRN N’a

Concepts and terms:

NN %2 - The prohibition of delaying payment of one’s vow

NNl A1wyn - A tithe of animals which were born that year

niw mmn - 2000 MNN limit beyond which one may not travel on N1w

177y - Fruit which grows in the first 3 years of its tree’s life and is forbidden
wTIMm 1779 - Fixing and sanctifying wTITT WNR

TN - New grain which grew that year and may not be eaten until 2nd day of TDa

nVNW - Ayear every 7 years during which land may not be worked and loans are

cancelled
%21 - Ayear every 50 years during which land may not be worked, slaves are freed

and fields returned to their original owner

2172 1771TMNID - The main 17T N2 which was made up of 71 judges
MVP PITNID - AT N7 of 23 judges, which most cities in RTw? PN had

D’DIN?2 / O?1TY - Groups of Jews who didn’t accept N9 Yyaw n1n
O?M3 - A nation who converted but whose conversion was doubtful

N?W] - Head of the 1?77 THID
17T N?2 N - Deputy head of the 1771 TNID

0?7103 which are recited in QD12 on MWl WNI:

* M?a%n - 0?’DA related to Hashem’s kingship

= MNIIT - O’7DA talking about Hashem remembering
= M9w - D?’DAarelated to the 19w
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e Significant dates in the year:

There are 4 dates which are considered to be NIwin WNA for certain matters:

1) 1st1D?2: A Jewish king’s reign, which was written in documents as the date.

— TTDA s considered to be the first of the m?7271 w%w, such that one who vows
to offer a 127 violates “IMRN %2’ - the prohibition of delaying payment of
one’s vow - after the @?%A71 wYW have passed in order.

2) 1st 719N: For ‘NNNA 1wyN’ - a tithe of animals which were born that year, since
animals born in one year can’t be tithed together with animals born in a different
year, and the obligation only applies if at least 10 animals were born in a year.

— AMYIN "1 &NYHPW 1 [t's 1st 7Iwn.

1st 77wn: A non-Jewish king’s reign, which was written in certain documents to
maintain peace; ‘MYNW’ - a year every 7 years during which land may not be
worked and loans are cancelled; ‘221?’ - a year every 50 years during which land

may not be worked, slaves are freed and fields returned to their original owner;
‘NY7Y’ - fruit which grows in the first 3 years of its tree’s life and is forbidden, such

that if it was planted at least 45 days before Nawin WK1 then its 2nd year begins on
1w WN1, and otherwise on the following Niwn WNA; tithing vegetables.

4) *RNPW N?2: 1st VAW: Trees, when their fruit stop being N7y and regarding tithing.
Y90 n7a: 15th vaw.

The world is judged on 4 occasions in the year, regarding different matters:
1) MDa: Produce

2) Mmy11w: Fruit of the trees
3) MIwin wNI: People themselves, on an personal and national level
4) MND: Rain

e ‘DTIMTN WNT?P’ - fixing and sanctifying WTInT WNT:

Messengers were sent by the ‘121TA 127 TNAD’ - main 17T N?2 which was made up of 71
judges - to tell people on which day wTiTT wNA fell in the months of 1073, AR, 719N,
7w, 1903 and 17TN so that people would know the dates of the @721V 1?1? and the
most significant 13177 fast - AN Ny wn.
Witnesses who see the W TITT W N1 moon may violate N1 by travelling beyond their
‘Naw mnn’ - 2000 MNN limit beyond which one may not travel on Naw, riding an
animal, carrying food or sticks for protection, to testify about 1073 W TITT WK or WN1
IwN WTIM, since these 2 determine the dates of all of the ©?21v 1N? which are
NN?777INTN.

— For these 2 months, the messengers of 17T N?21 must wait until the 17T 1?2 had

completed the entire W TITIN W1T?P process and declared wTITT WNR.

— When the wTP1RN N1 stood, one could violate N1W for every month so that the
QD10 12717 of W TITT WNR would be offered.
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— DRI If the moon is very viewable and clear, one should still violate naw.
D1? "1: One may not, since he can assume that people in the 1721TNID’s location

saw it too and he isn’t needed.
- N2?PY " told 40 pairs of witnesses who were passing by T17 on the way

to the 177 TND to return home, since they weren’t needed, but Y8713 121
sent him a message that he shouldn’t have done this, in case they won’t
arrive in the future when their testimony is needed.
e D?NIM: If the witnesses are related, they may not testify together but should still
travel to 17T N?1 so that one of them could testify with somebody else.
NYNW : Relatives are valid for wTITTN w1717, since Hashem commanded nwn and
17NN regarding this MX1N and they were brothers.

— NI N2V saw the WTITT WR1 moon with his son and his slave who had been
freed so converted, and the 17 T N?21 of 0?3N3 said that his slave is invalid because
he lacks Jewish ancestry but his son is valid, but the 177TN3D in N32? accepted
his slave and invalidated his son.

One who gambles as an occupation, lends or borrows money with interest, does
business with NV?NW produce, and women are invalid witnesses only 1317713, since
they aren’t fully aware of the severity of their sins.

— They are valid to testify in exceptional cases where even one woman is enough.
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The ‘DQ?MTY’ and ‘D’DIAN?2’ - groups of Jews who didn’t accept na Yyaw nn -
understood that the 121y 1277 should be offered on the Sunday following the first day
of MDA and that My 12w should fall 50 days after that, so that tried to alter the date of
WTITT WNR1in order to make T1D4 fall on a Naw.
— Because of this, the 1771TNID only accepted witnesses who they recognised or
who had witnesses who testified that they can be trusted.
Originally, if @ T1TT WN1 was declared on the earlier date, such that the previous month
had 29 days, they would light a large stick on fire and wave it at the top of a
mountain, and people standing on a nearby mountain would do the same upon seeing
this sign, until it reached 72121. But after the “D?M2’ - a nation who converted but whose
conversion was doubtful - once lit the torches when wT1TT wWN1 had not been declared,
messengers were sent instead.
The witnesses would wait to be called in a large courtyard, where large meals were
served in order that people be encouraged to testify when seeing the & T1TT ¥ R moon.
— YN?I13 121 instituted that those witnesses who had arrived from beyond the
TN, as well as others who travel beyond their @1TTN in order to save a life,
would be able to travel 2000 MIN in every direction like residents of that city.
The first pair of witnesses to arrive is split up and asked: was the lit up part of the
moon on the side closer to or further from the sun; was it to the north or south of
the sun; how high up was it; in which direction was it leaning; how wide it.
— If their testimonies match up, the ‘NR?@2’ — head of the 1?1 TNJD - declares the day
to be sanctified (“&2T1P1”), and the rest of the 171 TNAD declares this twice.
- @PAM: This must be done every month.
PITY 72 MYYR " If wTITT WK is on the later date, such that the
previous month had 30 days, this isn’t done since that day has to be wWR1
WTITT regardless of their declaration.
— The rest of the witnesses are asked a few basic questions, so that they don’t feel
that they weren’t needed.
— YR?913 121 had shapes of the moon which he would use to interrogate witnesses
who had difficulty explaining how the moon appeared.
Witnesses once testified that they saw the moon in the morning in the east and in
the evening in the west, and 113 12 1aTM? "1 rejected their testimony. But PR?9102 127
accepted it, assuming that in the morning they had mistaken clouds for the moon.
Witnesses once testified that they saw the wTiTT W R moon on the 30th night of the
month so WTITT WN1 was declared to be the earlier day, but the next day they said
that they didn’t see the moon, yet YR?91 121 the N?w1 still accepted their original
testimony. However, Y@11? "1 who was the ‘17T N?2 wNRT’' - deputy head of the 171 TNID
- agreed with the decision of 372710 12 RD1T "1 who rejected the testimony. 117
7R?912 ordered Yw1n? 1 to come to him with his stick and money on the day that he
held it was 71973 11?, and he did so after N1?PPyY ' taught him from O?P1DAa that once
the 177TNID has fixed WTITT WN that is the N30 even if the calculation was wrong.
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e Ifthe 17T N1 don’t declare that the day is sanctified by the end of the earlier day,
then wTITT WN1 is the next day even if the moon was certainly already seen.
If only members of the 1?7TNID see the moon during the day, then they can
immediately declare the day to be sanctified, since ‘17812 ATA NYPY RN RY’ -
the 17T N?1 witnessing something themselves is certainly as good as hearing from other

witnesses.
— If at night, 2 of them should testify to the rest the next day.
— There must be at least 3 judges on the 17T N?1, since Hashem told N¥) and 17NN

that they should declare & T1TT w N1 and there must be an odd number of judges.

e The mXn of blowing the 191w:
1) Any animal horn which is called a “1912’ can be used for the mXn of blowing on WK1
1IWn, so a cow’s horn cannot be used since it’s only called a 1177,
— DI Preferably, a straight horn from a wild goat should be used to symbolise

the focus of the day being in prayer.
NTIN? : A curved ram’s horn should be used, to symbolise our subdued feelings

on the day of judgement and as remembrance of PTIX? NTPY.
— The 19W should have a gold coating near to its tip.
— Inthe WTPNN N?3, two trumpets are blown on either side of the 191w, although
the 191¥’s blast lasts longer.
2) On a fast which is decreed because of a tragedy, a curved ram’s horn should be blown.
— It should have a silver coating near to its tip.
— In the WTPHNN N?1, two trumpets are blown and two M191¥ on either side,
although the trumpets’ blasts last longer.
3) On M43 0¥ of %217, a wild goat’s horn is blown to signal the freedom of slaves and
return of fields.
— The three middle NM1371 of QDI on NIWN WN are recited during this QDIN.

A9w which is cracked along its entire length or width is invalid even if stuck back
together.
A 197w with a hole in it which is filled up with the same material is valid if the sound
isn’t affected.
One who hears only a 191®’s echo doesn't fulfil his obligation.
One must have the intention to fulfil his obligation in order to do so.

— When 13727 nwn lifted up his hands in the battle against P71y, YR1w? 731 had

the upper hand, and when N1 made a copper snake so that those who were

bitten would be healed, since it caused people to look upwards and direct their
hearts towards Hashem.
One who is exempt from the MmXnN, e.g. a deaf person, a fool or a child, cannot blow

the 7191w for one who is obligated.




