ביכורים
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ביכורים
ָ ש ֙ר ה' אֱ לֹ ֶ ָ֔ק
ָש ְֵ֥ב ָת ָ ִּֽבה׃
ַ יך נֹת ֵ֥ן לְ ךָ ָ֖ נַ חֲ ָלָ֑ה ִּֽויר ְשתָ ָ֖ה וְ י
ֶ ֲל־ה ָ֔ ָא ֶרץ א
ָ י־ת ֣ב ֹוא ֶא
ָ ה ִּֽכ
֙ וְ ָה ָי
ְיך נֹת ֵ֥ן ָלָ֖ך
ָ שר ה' אֱ לֹ ֶ ָ֛ק
ֶֶׁ֨ ֲשר ָת ִ֧ביא ִּֽמ ַא ְר ְצ ָ ָ֛ך א
ֶֶׁ֨ ֲל־פ ֣רי ָהאֲ ָד ָָ֗מה א
ְ וְ לָ ַק ְח ָָּ֞ת מראש֣ית ָכ
ָ
שִּֽם׃
ָ שכ ֵ֥ן ְש ָ֖מ ֹו
ַ ְשֶׁ֤ר י ְב ַח ֙ר ה' אֱ לֹ ֶ ָ֔קיך ל
ֶ ֲל־ה ָמ ָ֔ק ֹום א
ַ ת ֶא
֙ ָ טנֶ א וְ ָ ִּֽהלַ ְכ
ָ֑ ֶ ַש ְמתָ֣ ב
ַ ְו
ָ
ם לַ ה' אֱ לֹ ֶ ָ֔קיך כי־
֙ ָמים ָהה ָ֑ם וְ ָא ַמ ְרתָ֣ אלָָ֗ יו ה ַ ֶׁ֤ג ְדתי ַהי ֹו
֣ ה ָ֖יה ַבי
ֶ ְ ש ֵ֥ר י
ֶ ֲל־הכ ָֹ֔הן א
ַ את ֶא
֙ ָ ָוב
שר נ ְש ַ ִ֧בע ה' לַ אֲ בֹת ָ֖ינו ָל ֵֶ֥תת ָ ִּֽלנו׃
ֶֶׁ֨ ֲל־ה ָ֔ ָא ֶרץ א
ָ בָ ֙את ֙י ֶא
ָיח ֹו ל ְפ ֵ֕ני מזְ ַב ָ֖ח ה' אֱ לֹ ֶ ִּֽקיך׃
ָ
ָ֔ ָדך וְ ֶׁ֨הנ
ָ֑ ֶ טנֶ א מי
ָ֖ ֶ וְ לָ ַ ִ֧קח ַהכ ָֹ֛הן ַה
ָ
ש ָ֖ם ב ְמת֣י ְמ ָעָ֑ט
ָ ֹבד ָא ָ֔בי וַ ֣י ֶרד מ ְצ ַ ָ֔ריְ ָמה וַ ָ ֵ֥יגָ ר
֣ ית וְ ָא ַמ ְר ָּ֜ ָת ל ְפ ֣ני ה' אֱ לֹ ֶ ָ֗קיך אֲ ַרמ ֙י א
ָ וְ ָע ֶׁ֨נ
י־שם לְ גֵ֥ ֹוי ָג ָ֖ד ֹול ָע ֵ֥צום וָ ָ ִּֽרב׃
ֵ֕ ָ ַ ִּֽויְ ה
שִּֽה׃
ָ אתָָ֛נו ַהמ ְצ ָ֖רים וַ יְ ַע ָ֑נונו וַ י ְתנֵ֥ ו ָעלָ֖ינו עֲ ב ָֹדֵ֥ה ָק
ֹ וַ י ִָ֧רעו
וַ נ ְצ ֵַ֕עק ֶאל־ה' אֱ לֹ ֣קי אֲ בֹת ָ֑ינו וַ י ְש ַ ֶׁ֤מע ה' ֶאת־ק ָֹ֔לנו וַ ַ ִ֧י ְרא ֶאת־ ָענְ ָ֛ינו וְ ֶאת־עֲ ָמ ָ֖לנו וְ ֶאת־
לַ חֲ ִּֽצנו׃
דל ו ְבא ָֹ֖ת ֹות ו ְבמ ְֹפתִּֽים׃
ֹ ָ֑ ר ַע נְ טו ָ֔ ָיה ו ְבמ ָ ָֹ֖רא ָג
ֹ ֣ ְה ובז
֙ ב ֶׁ֤יד חֲ ז ָָק
ָ ְ אנו ה' ממ ְצ ַ ָ֔רים
ֶׁ֤ וַ י ֹוצ
א ֶרץ זָבַ ֵ֥ת ָח ָלָ֖ב ו ְד ָ ִּֽבש׃
ָ֛ ֶ א ֶרץ ַה ָֹ֔זאת
֣ ָ ת־ה
ָ ֙נו ֶא
֙ ָל־ה ָמ ֣ק ֹום ַה ֶזָ֑ה וַ י ֶתן־ל
ַ וַ יְ בא ָ֖נו ֶא
'שר־נָ תַ ֵָ֥תה לָ֖י ה' וְ ה ַנ ְח ָ֗ת ֹו ל ְפנ ֙י ה
ֶ ֲוְ ַע ָָ֗תה ה ֶׁ֤נה הב֙את ֙י ֶאת־ראשית֙ ְפ ֣רי ָהאֲ ָד ָ֔ ָמה א
ָ ית ל ְפנָ֖י ה' אֱ לֹ ֶ ִּֽק
ָ אֱ לֹ ֶ ָ֔ק
יך׃
ָ יך וְ ִּֽה ְש ַתחֲ ָ֔ו
ָ ש ֵ֥ר ְבק ְר ֶ ִּֽב
ָ ק
ך׃
ֶ ֲה וְ ַהל ָ֔וי וְ ַהגָ֖ר א
֙ יך ולְ ביתֶ ָָ֑ך ַא ָת
ָ֖ ֶ ֹשִ֧ר ָ ִּֽנ ַתן־לְ ָ ָ֛ך ה' אֱ ל
ֶ ֲל־ה ָ֗ט ֹוב א
ַ ָש ַמ ְחתָ֣ ְבכ
ָ ְו
)יא-א:(דברים כו
“It will be when you will come to the land that Hashem your G-d is giving
to you as an inheritance, you will inherit it and you will settle in it.
Take from the first of all fruit of the ground which you will bring from
your land which Hashem is giving to you and place it in a basket, and go to
the place which Hashem your G-d will choose to reside his name over
there.
Come to the Kohen who will be in those days and say to him: I have told
Hashem your G-d today that I have come to the land that Hashem swore to
our forefathers to give to us.
The Kohen will take the basket from your hand and he will place it in
front of the  מזְ ב ַחof Hashem your G-d.
Call out and say in front of Hashem your G-d: ‘An Aramean caused my
father to wander and he went down towards Egypt, and he lived there
with a small number, and there he became a great, strong and large
nation.
The Egyptians were bad towards us and afflicted us, and they placed
difficult labour upon us.
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We cried out to Hashem the G-d of our forefathers, and He heard our
voices and saw our affliction, hard work and persecution.
He took us out of Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, and
with great awe, signs and wonders.
He brought us to this place and gave this land to us – a land flowing with
milk and honey.
And now behold I have brought the first part of the fruit of the ground that
Hashem has given me.’ Place it in front of Hashem your G-d and bow down
in front of Hashem your G-d.
Rejoice in all the food that Hashem has given to you and your household –
you, the Levi and the convert who is in your midst.”

Overview
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ
When בִּכּוּ ִרים
and ִמ ְק ָרא
 בִּכּוּ ִריםapply
(1)

✓ Which species are obligatedv
✓ When during the year does it apply
✓ Needs to be “your land”
- Excludes thief, renter, messenger

Comparisons
between
different
things
(2)

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Designating &
bringing
 בִּכּוּ ִריםto the
בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ
(3)
Laws of an
ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ ַאנְ ְד
(4)

 ְתרוּ ָמה,  ַמעשֵׂר שֵׁנִ יand בִּכּוּ ִרים
ְתרוּ ַמת ַמעשֵׂר
 ֶא ְתרוֹגtree
Human blood
כוֹי

✓ When to designate it
✓ The ’מע ָמדs
ַ procession to the בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ
✓ Service in the בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ
- Waving the בִּכּוּ ִרים
- Reading the ִמ ְק ָרא בִּכּוּ ִרים
✓ Decorating the בִּכּוּ ִרים
✓ Laws which he shares with men, women,
both or none
✓ Whether he is a doubtful man/woman, or
different creation

Summaries
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ
Rules:
אורְייתְאְלְחוְמְרְא
ֺ ְיקאְד
ְ ְ סְפ- A Torah law is ruled stringently in a case of doubt
Concepts and Terms:
 הברכה- Bending the tip of a branch into the ground and bringing it back up at a different
spot in the field as a new tree
 שִׁבעתְה ִמינִ ים- 7 species by which  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלis praised
ִכּוּרים
ִ  ִמקראְבּ- Reciting סוּקים
ִ  ְפin the  בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁupon bringing ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ, thanking
Hashem for land and produce
▪ ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ  אנד- One who has both male and female organs
▪  ֻטוּמטום- One who has neither male nor female organs
רופ ֹוס
ֹ ְ אפ ֹוט- One who is appointed to take care of young orphans’ property
חו ֶמשׁ
ֹ  ֶק ֶרןְו- The value plus ¼ (which is 1/5 of the total amount of 1¼ times its value)
 ִמיתהְ ִבידיְשׁמיִ ם- Death by the hands of Hashem
 ממוֹןְ ֶהדיוֹט- Possession of the owner/receiver, who therefore has the right to sell it
 שׁנִ יְלטוּמאה- Second-degree טוּמ ָאה,
ְ
usually because it came into contact with a ראשון
טוּמ ָאה
ְ
ל
 אוֹנן- One whose close relative died that day
ירין
ִ  דברְשֶׁיֶשְׁלוְֹמ ִת- Something which can become permitted in the future; ִביטוּל
doesn’t work on such an item
 תנופה- When a  כ ֵֹּהןwaves an offering in all directions together with the owner
 חנטה- When the bud of a fruit begins to form
 שׁ ֶֶרץ- 8 small animals which the  ת ֹּו ָרהlists as having a high level of טוּמ ָאה
ְ
when dead
 כוֹי- A creature for which it’s a doubt whether it’s a ( ַחיָהwild animal) or בהמה
(domesticated animal)
 ִכיסוּיְהדם- The obligation to cover the blood of an animal which spills when it’s
slaughtered
 ֶפ ֶטרְחמוֹר- When a firstborn donkey is redeemed by giving a sheep/goat to a כ ֵֹּהן

Key Terms
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ
 ַמעֲ ָמד- 1 of 24 groups of  יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלִ יםwho contributed to the  בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁservice by
fasting and praying each day for 1 week at a time
כּוּרים
ִ ִּוֹספֶ ת ַהב
ֶ  ּת- Produce which isn’t the first to ripen but which one adds to his
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ
 ָחבֶ ר- One who is particular with purity laws and is trustworthy with regards to
tithing
ש ַהזְ ַמן גְ ָר ָמא
ֶ  ִמ ְצוַ ת עֲ שֵׂה- Positive  ִמ ְצוָ הbound to a specific time
ְ ֵע ֶרך- The value fixed by the  ת ֹו ָרהfor somebody who wishes to pay his value to the
בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ
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• When the obligations of  בִּ כּ ו ִּריםand ‘ – ’ ִמ ְק ָרא בִּ כּ ו ִּריםreciting ְסוּקים
ִ  פּin the
 בֵּיִ ת ַה ִּמ ְק ָדשׁthanking Hashem for land and produce – apply:
•

•
•

•

•

If one does ‘’ה ְב ָרכָ ה
ַ – bending the tip of a branch into the ground and bringing it back
up at a different spot in the field as a new tree – in a way that one of the 2 trees isn’t
in his property, both are exempt from  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםsince they gain nourishment from each
other, and the רה
ּ  תּּ ֺוonly obligates the first fruit of “your land”.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ If the part which is underground is below a pathway which doesn’t
belong to him, the trees are exempt since they gain nourishment from there.
הוּדה
ָ ְר' י: It’s still obligated, since he’s allowed to have his branch there so it’s
considered “your land”. However, he doesn’t say the  ִּמ ְקראּ ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםsince one of
those ְסוּקים
ִּ  פּpraises Hashem for “the land which you gave me”, and he isn’t the
owner of that land.
Anybody who doesn’t own the land is exempt from בכּ ו ִּּרים,
ּ ִּ e.g. one who rents
and works the field, and a thief.
Only good quality ‘ – ’שׁ ְִב ַעת ַה ִּמינִ ים7 species by which  ֶא ֶרץ ּיִּ ְשר ֵאלis praised – are
obligated.
One may only bring  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםafter ְבוּעות
ֹ
שׁ, since the  ּת ֹורהstates that the first produce
brought into the  ֵּבית ּ ַה ִּּמ ְקדשׁneeds to be the ( שׁ ּ ְֵתי ּ ַה ּ ֶל ֶחם2 loaves brought on
ְבוּעות
ֹ
)שׁ.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ One may bring  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםuntil  ַחנוּכּ הsince produce remains in the fields
until then, however one doesn’t say  ִּמ ְקרא ּ ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםpast  סוּכּ וֹתsince one may
only say it in a time of rejoicing over the harvest.
ירא
ָ הוּדה ֶּ ּבן בְּ ֵת
ָ ְר' י: One says אּבכּ ו ִּּרים
ּ ִּ  ִּמ ְקרuntil חנוּכּ ה.
ַ
A convert is obligated to bring  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםbut not to say  ִּמ ְקראּ ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּרים, since he isn’t able
to thank Hashem for “the land which you swore to our ancestors to give to us”, as his
ancestors weren’t Jewish and a convert has no inheritance in  ֶא ֶרץּיִּ ְשר ֵאל.
A Jew whose father isn’t Jewish does say  ִּמ ְקראּ ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּרים, even though inheritance
is passed down from the father’s side, since he has Jewish ancestors.
A convert should say “the G-d of the Jews’ ancestors” instead of “our ancestors”
at the beginning of ְמונֶ ה ּ ֶעשׂ ְֵרה
ֹ שׁ, and if he’s the  חזןthen he should say “your
ancestors”. This doesn’t apply to a Jew whose father isn’t Jewish.
יעזֶּר ֶּ ּבן יַעֲ קֹב
ֶּ ר' אֱ ִ ּל: A  כּ ֵֹהןmay not marry a woman descended from 2 converts
who married each other.
A woman or slave who owns land is obligated in  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםbut not  ִּמ ְקראּ ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּרים,
since they didn’t inherit  ֶא ֶרץּיִּ ְשר ֵאל.
- An ‘ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ ּ’אנְ ְד
ַ – one who has both male and female organs, and ‘’ט ְמטוּם
ֻ
– one who has neither male nor female organs, don’t say  ִּמ ְקראּ ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּרים.
An ‘רו ּפ ֹוס
ֹ ’א ּפ ֹו ְט
ַ – one who is appointed to take care of young orphans’ property – and
messenger sent to bring  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםare exempt from the  ִּמ ְקראּ ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּרים.
Therefore, one may not appoint a messenger to take his  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםunless this was
his intention when he designated the fruit.
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•

•
•

•

•

•

חכָ ִמים:
ַ If one buys 1 tree, it’s understood that the land beneath it isn’t part of the sale
so he’s exempt from ִכּוּרים
ִ  ;בּif he buys 2 trees, it’s a doubt so he’s obligated in ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ
but not ִכּוּרים
ִ  ; ִמ ְק ָרא בּif he buys 3 trees, he’s obligated in both.
ר'ִמִאִִיר: If he buys 1 tree, it’s a doubt; if he buys 2 trees, he’s obligated in both.
If he specifies that he’s buying the land too, he’s obligated in both.
If the tree from which the fruit came isn’t alive when he brings the ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּto the
בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ, he doesn’t say ִכּוּרים
ִ  ִמ ְק ָרא בּsince it’s considered as if he no longer has
land.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ If one sells his field before bringing the ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּto the בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ, he doesn’t
say ִכּוּרים
ִ  ִמ ְק ָרא בּ, and the buyer must bring ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּand say ִכּוּרים
ִ  ִמ ְק ָרא בּfor any
produce which the seller didn’t take.
הוּדה
ָ ְר'ִי: The buyer must do so even for the produce which the seller already took.
If one brings ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּfor different species on 2 separate occasions, he reads
ִכּוּרים
ִ  ִמ ְק ָרא בּboth times.
If the fruit which one designated as ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּcan’t be brought to the בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ, e.g.
they were stolen or became טמא,
ָ he must replace them but doesn’t read ִמ ְק ָרא
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ, since the replacement fruit didn’t ripen first.
If a non- כ ֵֹּהןeats the replacement ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ, he isn’t obligated to pay ‘חו ֶמשׁ
ֹ ָ’ ֶק ֶרן ִו
- the value plus ¼ (which is 1/5 of the total amount of 1¼ times its value) – to a
כ ֵֹּהן.
If one’s ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּbecome  ָט ֵמאin the בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ, he is exempt from ִמ ְק ָרא
ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּand from replacing them, since the  תורהcommands that they be brought
“to the house of Hashem”.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ Fruit which grows in ִהי ְַרדן
ַ ( עבֶ רeast side of the י ְַר ֵדן, which 2½ tribes
inherited instead of א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל
ֶ itself) is obligated in ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּand ִכּוּרים
ִ  ִמ ְק ָרא בּ, since
it’s included in “the land which you gave me”.
יִה ְגלִ ילִ י
ַ ר'ִיוס:
ֹ
They are exempt, since the ִכּוּרים
ִ  ִמ ְק ָרא בּtalks of “the land flowing with
milk and honey”, a reference to  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל.
One who owns the right be an  חוֹכֶ ר/ִ( ָא ִריסone who rents and works a field in return
for a portion of the annual crop) in a certain field is obligated in ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּand ִמ ְק ָרא
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ.
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• Comparisons between different things:
1) Laws which apply to רוּמה
ָ  ְּתand  ִּבכו ִּריםbut not to שרַשַנִַּי
ַ ַמַע:
- A non- כֹּהןwho eats it intentionally is liable to ‘ידי שׁ ַָמיִ ם
ֵ יתה ִב
ָ  – ’ ִמdeath by the
hands of Hashem; if he eats it unintentionally then he must pay חו ֶמש
ֹּ ְּק ֶרןַו.
ֶ
- It’s considered ‘ – ’ ָממוֹן ֶה ְדיוֹטthe property of the  כֹּהןwho receives it – and he may
sell it.
- It’s nullified in 100 times more חוּלִּ ין.
- One must wash his hands before eating it, to remove the ‘טוּמ ָאה
ְ
ְ – ’שֵׁנִ י לseconddegree טוּמ ָאה
ְּ
– which can make these types of food טמא.
ָ
- After a  כֹּהןhas purified himself in a מ ְּקוֶ ה,
ִּ he must wait until nightfall to eat it.
2) Laws which apply to  מעשרַשנִּ יand  ִּבכו ִּריםbut not to רוּמה
ָ ת:
ְּ
- It must be brought up to  יְּ רושָׁליִּ ם/ the ביתַה ִּמ ְּק ָדשׁ, and this is accompanied by a
declaration.
- חכָ ִמים:
ַ An ‘ ’אוֹנֵ ן- one whose close relative died that day – may not eat it, as the
רה
ַָ  תַ ֺוsays regarding מעשר ַשנִּ י, and since  ִּבכו ִּריםmust be eaten in a state of
rejoicing.
עון
ֹ ר' שׁ ְִמ: He may eat בכו ִּרים.
ִּ
- חכָ ִמים:
ַ If one still has it by  ֶפסחof the 4th and 7th year of the יטה
ָ  שׁ ְִּּמcycle, it must
be burnt (‘)’ביעוּר.
ִ
עון
ֹ ר' שׁ ְִמ:  ִּבכו ִּריםshould be given to a  כֹּהןand not burnt.
- If any amount of it is mixed with  חוּלִּ יןwhilst in רוּשליִּ ם
ָ
ְּי, it isn’t nullified since it’s
a ‘ירין
ִ  – ’ ָדבָ ר שֶׁיֶשׁ לוֹ ַמ ִתsomething which can be permitted in another way other
than nullification, i.e. eating it within רוּשליִּ ם
ָ
ְּי.
o חכָ ִמים:
ַ So too, if the mixture is planted, that which grows from it has the same
status as it.
עון
ֹ ר' שׁ ְִמ: It is considered חוּלִּ ין.
3) Laws which apply to רוּמה
ָ  ְּתand רַשנִַּי
ַ ש
ַ ַ מַעbut not to בכו ִּרים:
ִּ
- It’s forbidden to eat one’s produce before separating it.
- They have a fixed amount which is hinted to in the רה
ַָ תַ ֺו.
- It applies even to produce other than the שׁ ְִּּבעתַה ִּמינִּ ים.
- It applies even without a ביתַה ִּמ ְּק ָדשׁ.
- Even somebody who doesn’t own the land on which the produce grew, e.g. a thief, is
obligated to separate it.
4) Laws which apply to  ִּבכו ִּריםbut not to רוּמה
ָ  ְּתand מַעַשַרַשַנִַּי:
- It’s designated and becomes ’כֹּהנִּ יםs property whilst it is still attached to the
ground.
- One can designate all of his produce as בכו ִּרים,
ִּ as the  ת ֹּו ָרהadds the word “all” when
talking about the obligation.
- If it gets lost after it’s been designated (and before it’s been brought to the ַבּיִּ ת
)ה ִּמ ְּק ָדשׁ, one must replace it.
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It’s accompanied by 4 מצוות: (1) A  ָק ְר ַּבן שְׁלָ ִמיםis offered up; (2) the  לְ וִ יִ יםsing;
(3) ‘’תנוּפָ ה
ְּּ – the  כ ֵֹּהןwaves it in all directions together with the owner; (4) one must
sleep in  יְ רושָׁלַּ יִ םthe night after bringing it to the בית ַּה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ.
ֵ
• ‘רוּמת ַמעֲ שֵׂר
ַ  – ’ ְּּת1/10 of the  ַּמעֲ שֵׂר ִראשְׁוֹןwhich a  לֵוִ יreceives that must be given to
a  – כ ֵֹּהןis similar to ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּin that one may designate  ָטהוֹרproduce as רוּמת ַּמעֲ שֵׂר
ַּ ְת
on behalf of  ָט ֵמאproduce, since the 2 piles of produce don’t need to be ‘– ’ ִּמן ַה ּ ֻּמ ָ ּקף
next to each other – when separating from one on behalf of the other.
It’s similar to  ְתרו ָמהin that (a) it’s forbidden to eat the rest of the produce until it’s
been separated, and (b) it has a fixed amount which is hinted to in the ת ֹּו ָרה.
• An רוג
ֹ  ֶא ְּתtree has the status of a regular tree, i.e. its critical stage of growth is ‘’חנָ ָטה
ַ –
when the fruit begins to form – with regards to the laws of (a) ‘’ע ְּרלָ ה
ָ – a tree in its first
3 years of growth when it’s forbidden to benefit from its fruit, (b) ‘ – ’נֶ ַטע ְּרבָ ִעיa tree in
its 4th year when its fruit must be eaten in יְ רושָׁלַּ יִ ם, and (c) יטה
ָ שׁ ְִמ.
יאל
ֵ ִר ָ ּבן גַ ְּמל:ַ It has the status of vegetables, i.e. its critical stage is when it’s harvested,
with regards to determining during which year it grew for tithing laws. This is because
it cannot survive on rainwater alone, just like vegetables.
יעזֶר
ֶ רבִּ י אֱ ִ ּל:ַ It has the status of a tree for this too, just like the  ת ֹּו ָרהshows regarding
ע ְרלָ ה.
ָ
• Human blood is similar to animal blood in that if food comes into contact with it then
the food gains the ability to become ;ט ֵמא
ָ it’s similar to the blood of a ‘ – ’שׁ ֶֶרץ8 small
animals which the  ת ֹּו ָרהlists as having a high level of טוּמ ָאה
ְ
when dead – in that one
isn’t  ַּחיָיב ָכ ֵרתfor eating it.
1) Stringencies which a ‘ – ’כּ וֹיcreature for which it’s a doubt whether it’s a ( ַּחיָהwild
animal) or ( ְב ֵה ָמהdomesticated animal) – shares with a חיָה:
ַּ
- One must cover its blood with earth after slaughtering it (‘)’כִּ יסוּי ַהדָּ ם, and it’s
forbidden to slaughter it on  יוֹם טוֹבsince when  יוֹם טוֹבbegins he only has the
intention to use the ashes of his oven to cover blood which is definitely obligated in
 ִכיסוּי ַּה ָדם, so the ashes are  מו ְק ָצהfor a  כוֹיand he won’t be able to cover the blood.
- If it dies without being slaughtered, some of its fats are ט ֵמא.
ָ
If he enters the  בֵּיִ ת ַּה ִמ ְק ָדשׁafter becoming  ָט ֵמאfrom its fats, he isn’t liable
to the punishment of כ ֵרת,
ָ since it’s only a doubtful טוּמ ָאה.
ְ
- It can’t be used to redeem a firstborn donkey (‘)’פ ֶטר ַחמוֹר,
ֶ ּ since only a sheep or
goat may be used.
2) Laws which a  כוֹיshares with a ב ֵה ָמה:
ְ
- It’s forbidden to eat some of its fats even when slaughtered correctly.
If he does so, he isn’t liable to  ָכ ֵרתsince it’s only forbidden out of doubt.
- It may not be bought with  ַּמעֲ שֵׂר שֵׁנִ יmoney in יְ רושָׁלַּ יִ ם, since a  ְב ֵה ָמהwhich is
bought must be offered up as a  ָק ְר ַּבן שְׁלָ ִמיםbut this can’t be offered up in case it
isn’t a ב ֵה ָמה.
ְ
- חכָ ִמים:
ַ When it’s slaughtered for oneself, certain parts of it must be given to a כ ֵֹּהן.

פרק ב

Summaries
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ
יעזֶר
ֶ ר ִבי אֱ ִל:ַ He’s exempt from giving these, since ‘וֹציא ֵמ ַחבֵ רוֹ ָעלָ יו ָה ְר ָאיָה
ִ ’המ
ַ – one
may only take something from somebody else if they prove that they’re entitled to
it.
3) Laws in which a  כּ וֹיis different to both a  ַחיָהand ב ֵה ָמה:
ּ ְּ
- It’s forbidden to work or breed it together with a  ַחיָהor a ב ֵה ָמה.
ּ ְּ
- One who writes in a document that he is giving all of his  ַחיוֹתand  ְּ ּב ֵהמוֹתto
somebody, a  כּ וֹיisn’t included.
1) Laws in which a  כּ וֹיis the same as both a  ַחיָהand ב ֵה ָמה:
ּ ְּ
- It requires slaughtering.
- If it dies without being slaughtered correctly, it becomes ט ֵמא.
ָ
- A limb which is separated from it whilst it’s still alive is ט ֵמא.
ָ
• If one declares that he is becoming a  נָ זִ ירon condition that a  כּ וֹיis either a חיָה,
ַ ב ֵה ָמה,
ּ ְּ
both or none, he is considered a  נָ זִ ירsince ‘חוּמ ָרא
ְ
ְיתא ל
ָ ְאוֹרי
ַ יקא ְד
ָ ֵ – ’ ְספa doubtful case
is ruled stringently in a case of a Biblical law.
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The process of designating and bringing up the  בִּ כּ ו ִּריםto the  ֵּ ּבית ַה ִּמ ְק ָדשׁ:

1) חכָ ִמים:
ַ As soon as the first fruit begins to ripen on a tree, the owner should tie a soft
reed around the fruit and designate it as בִּ כּ ו ִּרים.
עון
ֹ ר' שׁ ְִמ: He must designate them as ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּagain after they’ve been detached from
the ground, since the  ּת ֹו ָרהimplies that it must be considered a ‘fruit’ when it’s declared
as בכּ ו ִּרים.
ִּ
2) All members of a ‘’מעֲ ָמד
ַ – 1 of 24 groups of  יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלִ יםwho contributed to the ֵּבית
 ַה ִּמ ְק ָדשׁservice by fasting and praying each day for 1 week at a time – travel to the city
of the head of their  ַמעֲ ָמדand sleep in the city square, to avoid the chance of
becoming  ָט ֵמאby being under the same roof as a dead body, which would prevent one
from entering the  ֵּבית ַה ִּמ ְק ָדשׁ.
One who brings his  ִ ּבכּ ו ִּריםfrom far away from  יְ ר ּושָׁלַ יִ םshould bring fruit which
last longer and won’t rot before arrival, e.g. raisins.
3) An ox walks in front of the procession, and his horns are covered in gold and an olive
branch, and somebody plays a flute at the front too.
4) They send messengers to inform the people of  יְ ר ּושָׁלַ יִ םthat they are approaching, and
leaders of  כּ ַֹהנִ יםand  לְ וִ יִ יםand the treasurers of the  ֵּבית ַה ִּמ ְק ָדשׁcome out to greet
them; more would come for a larger group.
Workers in  יְ ר ּושָׁלַ יִ םpause to greet them, to give honour and glory to the מ ְצוָ ה.
ִ
5) Once they reach  ַהר ַה ַּבית, the owner himself must carry the basket of בכּ ו ִּרים.
ִּ
6) If doves were used to adorn the baskets, they are offered up as  ָק ְר ָ ּבנוֹת עוֹלָ ה.
7) חכָ ִמים:
ַ He reads the entire ִכּוּרים
ִ מ ְק ָרא בּ,
ִ then does  ְּתנוּפָ הwith the כּ ֵֹּהן.
הוּדה
ָ ְר' י: He does  ְּתנוּפָ הin the middle of the ִכּוּרים
ִ מ ְק ָרא בּ,
ִ as that’s where it’s written
in the ת ֹו ָרה.
ּ
If the one bringing the  ִ ּבכּ ו ִּריםdoesn’t know how to read the  ִמ ְק ָרא ִ ּבכּ ו ִּרים, a
 כּ ֵֹהןtells him what to say, phrase by phrase.
- When the  ַחכָ ִמיםsaw that some people who weren’t able to read stopped
bringing  ִ ּבכּ ו ִּריםbecause of the embarrassment, they instituted that a כּ ֵֹהן
should do this for everyone who brings בכּ ו ִּרים.
ִּ
8) He places the  בִּ כּ ו ִּריםon the side of the מזְ ֵּ ּבח,
ִ bows down fully and exits.
Wealthy people should bring their  ִ ּבכּ ו ִּריםin gold and silver baskets, and poor people
should bring them in woven  עֲ ָרבָ הbaskets.
Only a poor person’s basket is kept by the  כּ ֵֹהןtogether with the fruit.
עון ֶּ ּבן נַ ָ ּנס
ֹ רבִּ י שׁ ְִמ:ַ One may decorate  ִ ּבכּ ו ִּריםwith produce which is exempt from
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ.
ר' עֲ ִקיבָ א: One may only decorate it with  שׁ ְִב ַעת ַה ִּמינִ יםwhich come from א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל,
ֶ
so that people don’t incorrectly conclude that  ִ ּבכּ ו ִּריםcan come from other produce.
עון
ֹ ר' שׁ ְִמ: ‘וֹספֶּ ת ַהבִּ כּ ו ִּרים
ֶּ ’ת
ּ – produce which isn’t the first to ripen but which one adds
to his  – בִּ כּ ו ִּריםhas the same status as the  ִ ּבכּ ו ִּריםfruit themselves, if it’s the same
species.
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Therefore, it must be eaten in a state of purity.
If a  כ ֵֹּהןreceives it from an  ַעם ָה ָא ֶרץ, he doesn’t need to tithe it out of concern
that the  ַעם ָה ָא ֶרץdidn’t do so, since it’s exempt from tithes.
Even according to the opinion that produce from  ֵעבֶ ר ַהי ְַר ֶדןis obligated in
ִכּוּרים
ִ בּ, it can’t become כּוּרים
ִ וֹספֶ ת ַה ִב
ֶ ת.
תנָ א ַק ָמא:
ַ Since ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּis considered the property of the  כ ֵֹּהןwho receives it, it may be
sold and used to pay off a debt, but it retains its status even after given away.
הוּדה
ָ ְר' י: One may only give ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּaway to another  כ ֵֹּהןwho is a ‘’חבֶ ר
ָ – one who is
particular to eat even unsanctified food in a state of purity – and he must not take
anything in exchange for it.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ One gives his ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּto the  כ ַֹּהנִ יםworking in the  ֵבית ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁat that time,
and they split it among themselves, including the  כ ַֹּהנִ יםwho aren’t considered  ַחבֵ ִרים,
since they purify themselves before serving in the  בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁso will remain pure to
eat the ִכּוּרים
ִ  בּtoo, just as they do for ק ְר ָבנוֹת.
ָ
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The status of an ‘ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ ’אנְ ְד
ַ – one who has both male and female features:
Stringencies which an ינוס
ֹ ִרוג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדshares with men:
He becomes  ָט ֵמאif a whitish substance flows from his body.
He may not be alone with a woman.
He may not get married, but if he illegally marries a woman and he is a כ ֵֹהן, she may eat
רוּמה ִמ ְד ַר ָבנָ ן
ָ  ְתas a result of the marriage, since חוּמ ָרא
ְ
ְיתא ל
ָ ְאוֹרי
ַ יקא ְד
ָ ֵ ְספ. However,
if he isn’t a  כ ֵֹהןand marries a male כ ֵֹהן, he may not eat רוּמה
ָ  ְתas a result of the
marriage, since the prohibition of a man marrying a man is more severe than a woman
marrying a woman.
He should dress like a man so that he doesn’t come to marry a man.
If there isn’t enough inheritance for both the dead man’s sons to inherit and daughters
to be supported, then only the daughters are supported but the sons and ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ ַאנְ ְד
don’t receive any inheritance.
He is obligated even in  ִמ ְצווֹתwhich apply to males only, i.e. having פאוֹת,
ֵּ using a razor,
a  כ ֵֹּהןbecoming  ָט ֵּמאfrom a dead body and a ‘ש ַהזְ ַמן ְג ָר ָמא
ֶ  ’ ִמ ְצוַ ת עֲ שֵּׂה- positive מצוה
bound to a specific time.

Stringencies which an ינוס
ֹ ִרוג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדshares with women:
He becomes  ָט ֵמאif blood flows from his body.
He may not be alone with a woman.
He doesn’t create an obligation of  יִ בוּםif he is the only brother of the dead man.
If there is a large inheritance, such that the daughters of the dead man receive just
enough to support themselves and the sons split the rest, the ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדonly receives
enough to support himself.
He’s an invalid witness.
If he’s a  כ ֵֹהןand has illegal relations with a male relative, he may no longer eat רוּמה
ָ ת.
ְ

Laws which an ינוס
ֹ ִרוג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדshares with both men and women:
One who injures him must pay him for the damage.
One who curses him is liable to the punishment of ( ַמלְ קוּתlashes).
One who kills him unintentionally is exiled and one who kills him intentionally is killed.
One who gives birth to an ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדmust bring 2  ָק ְר ָבנוֹתafter 80 days have passed
since the birth.
If he’s a כ ֵֹהן, he may eat sanctified food which is eaten in the entire  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל, e.g.
רוּמה
ָ ת.
ְ
If he’s the only child of a dead man, he receives the entire inheritance.
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Laws in which an ינוס
ֹ ִרוג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדis different to both men and women:
If a whitish substance or blood flows from his body and then he touches רוּמה
ָ ת,
ְּ it isn’t
burnt since this is a doubtful טוּמ ָאה.
ְ
If he enters the  בֵּיִ ת ַה ִמ ְּק ָדשׁwhen ט ֵמא,
ָ he isn’t liable to the punishment of  ָכ ֵרתsince
the  ת ֹו ָרהspecifies that this applies only to a definite male or female.
He can’t be sold as a slave, since males and females have different laws regarding this.
He hasn’t got an ‘’ע ֶר ְּך
ֵ – value fixed by the  ת ֹו ָרהfor somebody who wishes to pay his
value to the  ֵבית ַה ִמ ְק ָדשׁ.
If one declares that he is becoming a  נָ זִ ירon condition that an ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ  ַאנְּ ְּדis neither
a male nor a female, he is considered a  נָ זִ ירsince an ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדhas some laws which
apply to neither a male nor a female.
The blood which flows from one who gives birth to a male between 8 and 40 days after
the birth is considered טהוֹר,
ָ and if she gives birth to a female then it’s  ָטהוֹרbetween
15 and 80 days after the birth. If she gives birth to an ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ אנְּ ְּד,
ַ then it’s טהור
between 15 and 40 days after the birth.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ It’s a doubt whether an ינוס
ֹ רו ִג
ֹ  ַאנְ ְדis considered a man or woman, so all the
aforementioned stringencies apply.
יוֹסי
ִ 'ר: It’s a different type of creation which is neither male nor female, so not all of the
stringencies of both men and women are applied to him.
A ‘וּמטום
ְּ ’ט
ֻ – one whose male and female features are covered by skin – is
considered a doubtful male or female, so all the stringencies do apply.

TEST

מסכת בכורים
1. List 3 conditions for produce to be obligated in בכּ ו ִּּרים.
ּ ִּ
2. What is the ideal time period for  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםto be brought to the בית ַה ִּּמ ְקדָּּ ש,
ֵּּ
and why?
3. Why doesn’t a convert recite the ? ִּמ ְק ָּרא ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּרים
4. Why may one ideally not send a messenger to bring his  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםto the ֵּּבית
?ה ִּּמ ְקדָּּ ש
ַ
5. a. List 2 laws which applies to  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםand  ְּתרו ָּּמהbut not to שנִּ י
ֵּ שר
ֵּ ֲמע.
ַ
b. List 2 laws which applies to שנִּ י
ֵּ שר
ֵּ ֲ ַמעand  ְּתרו ָּּמהbut not to  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּרים.
6. Name 2 of the 4  ִּמ ְצווֹתwhich accompany the bringing of בכּ ו ִּּרים.
ּ ִּ
7. a. List 2 stringencies which a  כּ וֹיhas which is common with a ב ֵּה ָּמה.
ְּ
b. List 2 stringencies which a  כּ וֹיhas which is common with a חיָּּה.
ַ
8. What is the name of the group with whom one would bring בכּ ו ִּּרים,
ּ ִּ and
what else did this group do together?
9. Why was it instituted that a  כּ ֵֹּּהןwould tell the person bringing  ִּ ּבכּ ו ִּּריםwhat
to say, phrase by phrase?
10. What is the difference between an  ַאנְ ְדרוֹגִּ ינוֹסand a ט ְמטוּם,
ֻ and
according to יוֹסי
ֵּ
' רwhy does a ט ְמטוּם
ֻ have many stringencies which an
 ַאנְ ְדרוֹגִּ ינוֹסdoesn’t?

